


ters seriously showed hunters and stud-
ied dressage.

Watching their lessons intently over
many years opened up another world for
me - that of conformation in action: con-
formation that you an not only see, but also
feel. Eventually my youngest daughter
became my teacher, for as a student of
equine conformation she was able to ex-
plain to me how a given animal would feel
if she were riding it, and why.

When I decided to return to dogs, I
knew that this time around I would work
more closely with those people whose
dogs I admired, and who seemed to have
the same priorities that I did as a breeder.
After attending shows and observing the
breed for about a year, I got in touch with
Joy Sims of Bramble Cavaliers. Joy had
a group of dogs who were sound as well
as pretty, and she was more than willing

to share her knowledge with those who
were sincere. She had come to Cavaliers
from Salukis, and her determination to
produce sound dogs was apparent.

While type is paramount and should
be every breeder's goal, soundness is our
obligation. It is unfair to create a dog who
can't properly move well enough to be
comfortable and live a healthy life, unen-
cumbered by poor structure. I felt a kin-
ship with Joy on this subject, and was
thrilled when she allowed me to purchase
an extremely sound Black and Tan male,
Bramble Coco.

At Joy's home "Ryan" caught my eye
as having plenty of reach in the front and
correct drive in the rear, but appreciation
of his lovely head and expression came
later, after I had spent additional time
observing Cavaliers. In less than a year
Ryan finished his CKCSC,USA, AKC and

Mother and daughter - Ch. Wits' End
Country Charm (above) and her daughter
by Ch. September's Rainmaker, the
Specialty winning Ch. Wits' End That Darn
Cat (below). John Buddie of Tartanside
Collies was a big supporter of "Kitten" and
admired her long before anyone other than
Erica had noticed her. Pictured in 1985.

CKC championships, with major wins un-
der Anne Rogers Clark and Virginia Lyne,
among others.

There are different ways, many
equally valid, to produce quality dogs. I
prefer to maintain an intimate relationship
with my dogs, and therefore choose to
keep my numbers small. Although I real-
ize a smaller breeder is not as likely to
produce as many super stars as a larger
breeder, I am happier when I have fewer
dogs, and enjoy having them live in the
house, as members of the family. Cava-
liers especially seem to benefit from close
contact with their family. They have a great
capacity to learn, and I try to have fun with
that.

My hope is to be able to produce
typey dogs with sound minds and bod-
ies, on a small scale. As before, I intend
to work diligently with a small group of
quality individuals in the pursuit of excel-
lence, doing more showing than breeding,
and breeding only those individuals whom
I would be proud to show.

Integrity, honesty to yourself and oth-
ers, and working towards the best inter-
ests of the dogs is part of that - which
means not breeding the dog with the heart
murmur or poor hips or questionable tem-
perament, even though it breaks your
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Erica and Ch. Bramble Katie in 1998


